	CM Community Ministry of Northern Virginia

Assisting Faith Communities in Implementing a

Plan to End Homelessness in Fairfax County
Need? 2000 persons at a point in time are without a permanent and stable place to live.

934 single individuals; 1143 persons in families

Strategic Plan to End Homelessness in Fairfax County
#1  Prevent homelessness due to economic crisis and/or   disability

#2 Preserve and increase the supply of affordable housing to prevent or remedy homelessness 

#3 Deliver appropriate services to obtain and maintain stable housing

#4 Create a management system for plan implementation with the collaboration of the public and private sectors that ensures adequate financial resources and accountability. http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/
What Can Faith Communities Do? Examples 

1. Conduct educational programs within and among faith communities to increase awareness and understanding by clergy, members and youth of the extent of, causes and possible initiatives to reduce homelessness.
2. Increase the role of consortiums of faith communities (e.g. CHO) in providing longer term support and assistance to families and individuals as a means to prevent homelessness or to keep families and individuals from returning to a condition of homelessness. 
3. Faith communities or consortium of faith communities actively participate in the financing, hands-on building and provision of sites for the construction of Single Room Occupancy (SRO) housing for those with disabilities needing housing to prevent homelessness.

4. Joint efforts of faith communities with mental health consumers, family members and housing providers to provide supportive housing which is tolerant of symptoms of mental illnesses.

6. Members of faith communities to be mentors and create informal support networks for families identified at significant risk of homelessness.
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