Statement of Jim Bruce

Chairman, Community Ministry of Northern Virginia

Community Ministry of Northern Virginia supports the special exception application of Chesterbrook Residences, Inc. to develop a 97-unit affordable assisted living facility in McLean.  

CM is a 32 year-old association of about a dozen churches in Fairfax County, formerly known as Fairfax Community Ministry, dedicated to meeting human needs in the area.

The need for affordable housing in the county has been well established.

The need for affordable assisted living housing is evident from the waiting lists for the few units currently available.

The application, with the once-in-a-lifetime benefit of a donated building site by the National Capitol Presbytery, presents a very rare opportunity for the provision of such housing.

And the strength of the ecumenical coalition of faith communities, with over 4,000 members, and the impressive track record and experience of Lewinsville Presbyterian Church in operating the very successful Lewinsville Retirement Residences is very promising.

In short, the Board isn't going to see opportunities like this for assisted living facilities again for a long, long time.  

We urge approval.

