Statement of Community Ministry of Northern Virginia

To the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

April 4, 2005

I am Jim Bruce, Chairman of Community Ministry of Northern Virginia.

We are an ecumenical association of churches from five denominations.

For almost 33 years we have been committed to improving the social condition and economic health of those in need among us, and to being an advocate for them.

A primary concern through the years has been the provision of affordable housing in the county.

We support the dedication of 1 cent of the real estate tax rate to preserve the dwindling stock of affordable housing in the county.

And we support, in principle, the recommendations of the county's Affordable Housing Preservation Action Committee.

Those recommendations may represent our last best hope to provide affordable housing.

With regard to the human services portion of the county budget--

We commend this Board for its actions last fiscal year in avoiding more drastic cuts in human services funding.

But we are mindful that these services still bore a disproportionate 62% of the reductions in that budget.

And that last year was the fourth consecutive year of reductions in human services funding--even as population grew and costs increased.

We support the County Executive's proposed increases in funding human services.

And to the extent that you consider reductions in such services, or reallocations of funds, we urge that you consider our priorities.

They are--providing affordable housing, improving or relieving the plight of the homeless, serving youth-at-risk, and giving a hand to working poor struggling to move from welfare to work.

With regard to those who need a helping hand, including single-parent working mothers, Community Ministry is working in partnership with Good Shepard 

Housing.

Our role is catalytic--finding congregations willing to commit to provide subsidies to needy, working families, through Good Shepard Housing.

For anyone interested in learning more about our efforts, our website address is www.novacm.org.

We offer to assist the county, thru our website and other communications with our congregations, to support affordable housing efforts and other human 

service activities.  

Thank you for your attention and for the time and effort that you give our county.
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