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Dear Senator:
The Board of Directors of the Community Ministry of Northern Virginia wish to express our strong opposition to two bills have been introduced in the VA General Assembly that would effectively "gut" Fairfax County's long-standing Affordable Dwelling Unit Ordinance, which has been a principal tool for the provision of affordable housing in the county for about three decades.

These bills are Senate Bill 1206 (introduced by Sen. Bill Mims of Leesburg and House Bill 2161 introduced by Del. Gary Reese of Fairfax/Loudon).

Both bills would make it illegal for a locality in Virginia to adopt an affordable housing program, or implement an existing program, that requires a developer to pay an affordable housing contribution as part of that locality's approval process.

Lack of affordable housing, in the county, has been a critical problem for many years. And, as land values soar and previously affordable rental units are converted to market-rate and luxury use, the problem grows worse.

Community Ministry is a 32 year-old association of churches involved with advocacy and 

organizing churches and church volunteers for direct service. Its membership includes churches from many denominations including: Baptist, Catholic, Episcopal, Methodist, Presbyterian and the United Church of Christ.  Twenty churches and church organizations have contributed to Community Ministry within the past three years
We urge defeat of these measures.
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